The First Years

After the first settlers arrived in the summer of
1907, Fruitvale grew swiftly. At first, most families
lived in tents and hastily constructed shacks until
more permanent houses could be built.

The men slashed roads and built a log house for
the ‘Company’ which was used as a temporary
shelter for new arrivals. This house later came to.
be known as the Model Ranch.
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A Growing Village

By the beginning of 1908, 2000 acres of land had been
sold to 200 different settling families.

The land had to be cleared, and the fruit trees planted.
Houses had to be built, families fed, and property paid for.
Small pieces of land were cleared and planted, the areas of
cultivation gradually increasing. Grouse and game were :
plentiful in the woods, and old-timers used to tell how it —

. By 1911 the village boasted a broom factory,
was nothing to have 100 fish to a catch on Beaver Creek. sawmill, a hardware store, and a post office.
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This beautiful new school, Fruitvale’s second, opened
in 1910, serving as the community hall as well.




